November 7, 2008

Friday Reading

How great shall be that felicity, which shall be tainted with no evil, which shall lack no good, and which shall afford leisure for the praises of God, who shall be all in all! For I know not what other employment there can be where no lassitude shall slacken activity, nor any want stimulate to labor. I am admonished also by the sacred song, in which I read or hear the words, Blessed are they that dwell in Your house, O Lord; they will be still praising You. All the members and organs of the incorruptible body, which now we see to be suited to various necessary uses, shall contribute to the praises of God; for in that life necessity shall have no place, but full, certain, secure, everlasting felicity. For all those parts of the bodily harmony, which are distributed through the whole body, within and without, and of which I have just been saying that they at present elude our observation, shall then be discerned; and, along with the other great and marvelous discoveries which shall then kindle rational minds in praise of the great Artificer, there shall be the enjoyment of a beauty which appeals to the reason. What power of movement such bodies shall possess, I have not the audacity rashly to define, as I have not the ability to conceive. Nevertheless I will say that in any case, both in motion and at rest, they shall be, as in their appearance, seemly; for into that state nothing which is unseemly shall be admitted. One thing is certain, the body shall forthwith be wherever the spirit wills, and the spirit shall will nothing which is unbecoming either to the spirit or to the body. True honor shall be there, for it shall be denied to none who is worthy, nor yielded to any unworthy; neither shall any unworthy person so much as sue for it, for none but the worthy shall be there. True peace shall be there, where no one shall suffer opposition either from himself or any other. God Himself, who is the Author of virtue, shall there be its reward; for, as there is nothing greater or better, He has promised Himself. What else was meant by His word through the prophet, I will be your God, and you shall be my people, Leviticus 26:12 than, I shall be their satisfaction, I shall be all that men honorably desire—life, and health, and nourishment, and plenty, and glory, and honor, and peace, and all good things? This, too, is the right interpretation of the saying of the apostle, That God may be all in all. 1 Corinthians 15:28 He shall be the end of our desires who shall be seen without end, loved without cloy, praised without weariness. This outgoing of affection, this employment, shall certainly be, like eternal life itself, common to all.

Augustine of Hippo, City of God (Book 22, chapter 30)

Prayers

Collect for 3rd Last Sunday of Church Year

Almighty God, we implore You, show Your mercy to Your humble servants that we, who put no trust in our own merits, may not be dealt with after the severity of Your judgment but according to Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For Missions

Gracious God, Father in Heaven, who would have all come to the knowledge of Jesus Christ, the only mediator between You and mankind. Father, how are the nations to believe in Him of whom they have not heard and how shall the nations hear without a preacher, and how shall they preach unless men are sent? For those nations yet walking in the darkness of unbelief, raise up preachers of the Gospel to shine the Light of truth into their lives; hear our prayers and use our resources to train and to send and to support workers in Your vineyard so that the whole earth may be filled with the knowledge of Your glory in Christ; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

For Local Missions

O Lord God, as Your kingdom reigns over us in Christ, bring that same kingdom of grace and hope to the communities of the Bay region and to our neighbors who lack comfort and dwell in fear and with guilt and shame. Keep us from stinginess and indifference, lest we in pride or fear overlook the opportunities that You bring into our lives each day. Stir up our hearts and teach our lips to speak, blessing our testimony of Your goodness; grant boldness to Pastor Chan and to the labors of Bethel-Grace Ministries, and fulfill the desires of Pastor Smith and Vicar Cervantes, for the honor of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen 

Sunday Preparation

3rd Last Sunday of Church Year

Hymn of Invocation, LSB 909, “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”

Hymn of the Day, LSB 658, “Preserve Your Word, O Savior”

Distribution Hymn, LSB 620, “Jesus Comes Today with Healing”

Old Testament Reading, Exodus 32:1-20 
1When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron, and said to him, “Up, make us gods, who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.”

2So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord.”

6And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.

7And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 8They have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 9And the Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 10Now therefore let Me alone, that My wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; in order that I may make a great nation of you.”

11 But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does Your wrath burn hot against Your people, whom You have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did He bring them out, to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from Your burning anger, and relent from this disaster against Your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom You swore by Your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’”

14 And the Lord relented from the disaster that He had spoken of bringing on His people.

15Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tables of the testimony in His hands, tables that were written on both sides; on the front and on the back they were written. 16 The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets.

17When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is a noise of war in the camp.”

18But he said, “It is not the sound of shouting for victory, or the sound of the cry of defeat, but the sound of singing that I hear.” 19And as soon as he came near the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses’ anger burned hot, and he threw the tables out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20 He took the calf that they had made and burned it with fire and ground it to powder and scattered it on the water and made the people of Israel drink it.

· Were the Israelites walking by faith or by sight when the idol was shaped? What does this tell us about the kinds of idolatry by which we are tempted?

· On what basis has Moses appealed to the Lord, that He not destroy the Israelites? Upon what basis do we appeal to the Lord?

Epistle, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.

· How do you encourage a fellow Christian in the time of grief and sadness?

Gospel, Matthew 24:15-28 

[Our Lord said:] 15“So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his house; 18and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 19And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 20Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 1For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. 22And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.

23Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25See, I have told you beforehand.  26So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.“

· When the Lord executes His judgment, who will be able to save from His awesome power?

· Jesus has described here a sign of the end: vultures gather at a corpse. Are there vultures circling over the corpse today? If so, what might they be?

Announcements

Sunday, 11/9

· 12:30 p.m., Board of Campus Ministry Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., LFS Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Tuesday, 11/11

· 7:30 p.m., Church Council Meeting

Wednesday, 11/12

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Study: The Council of Nicea

· 7-8:30 p.m., L.I.F.E. class: Biblical Interpretation

Thursday, 11/13

· 4-8:00 p.m., Rev. Scott Stiegemeyer of CTS-FW at Trinity

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Saturday, 11/15

· 5:30 p.m., LSF Dinner hosted by Lisa & David Solum at Trinity

Sunday, 11/16, 2nd Last Sunday of Church Year

· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Daniel 7:9-14; II Peter3:3-14; Matthew 25:1-13) 

Missions

Trinity is linked to the Dominican Republic, where Danelle Putnam serves as a missionary. She writes, "Give thanks to God for how He is working. Ricardo, in Santiago, has begun studying with Pastor Ries to become a pastor. Please pray that this study time will be used by the Spirit to deepen Ricardo's knowledge and faith, and his commitment to this goal. Also, please pray that Ramon's job situation will allow him to continue his studies for the pastoral ministry.

Equipping to Share

On Sunday, November 16th, from 12:30 – 2:30 p.m. the Board of Missions & Evangelism will host a lunch and “a practice session” for sharing the Christian faith in a variety of situations. Yes, it is God’s Word, His Spirit, and His will, but how do I do it? You will be given a new perspective on witnessing to Christ and prepared through the practice sessions. Come and experience the peace and confidence of being equipped to share.

God’s Stewards

A proper stewardship of temporal goods is possible within the relationship of trust in God. To be God’s steward implies a father-child relationship. The house in which stewardship takes place is the Father’s house; thus stewardship is a family concern. In this trust of God which is the opposite of idolatry, it is not of prime importance to give something of property or money to certain objectives; such things come about only as the fruit of faith, that we ourselves are the living sacrifices that God Himself seeks (II Corinthians 12:14).

Me, a Pastor? Me, a Deaconess?

If you have found yourself asking this question, now is the time to do something about it! The Rev. Scott Stiegemeyer of Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN is going to be at Trinity on Thursday, November 13 from 4-8:00 p.m. Come explore the possibilities! Men and women of all ages are invited, along with their families. Conferences are individual and informal. 

Fundraiser Bake and Craft Sale 

Sunday, November 23, Trinity will hold a Bake Sale to benefit Lutheran World Relief/Human Care for relief for the Hurricane victims in Texas and Haiti. Food and craft items will be on sale at the Coffee Hour and following the 11:00 Worship Service. Donations of baked goods and craft items are being solicited. Volunteers are needed to set up and to sell! Donations of paper bags, small boxes and zip lock bags will be useful. Sign up on the Bake Sale Poster today! Freewill donations and funds raised from the sale will be matched up to .50¢ on the dollar by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.

Christmas Pageant 

This year’s Christmas Pageant will be held on Sunday, December 21st at the 11a.m. service, which will be a Service of Prayer and Preaching. The rehearsals will be on Saturdays, December 13th and December 20th at 10:00 a.m. and during Sunday School on the 21st.

Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Exodus 32:1-20 
· Were the Israelites walking by faith or by sight when the idol was shaped? Since they could see neither the Lord (enveloped in the cloud atop the mountain nor Moses within that same cloud), they were determined to fashion something that they could see—they were walking by sight. What does this tell us about the kinds of idolatry by which we are tempted? Hope is trust in what you do not see; how often we prefer to rely on that which we do see, because we can measure and judge and determine by our wisdom how strong it is – we retain some measure of control. But you cannot control what you cannot measure and box in.

· On what basis has Moses appealed to the Lord, that He not destroy the Israelites? Moses simply and boldly repeated the promise that the Lord has spoken to the generations before, the Lord’s own word given to Abraham and successive generations. Upon what basis do we appeal to the Lord? We appeal to Him on the basis of His own promises, declared Yes in Christ.

Epistle, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

· How do you encourage a fellow Christian in the time of grief and sadness? Paul teaches us to use these very words—maybe memorize or paraphrase or recall where in the Scriptures they are. On that foundation we are able to shape this comfort to fit the specific situation.

Gospel, Matthew 24:15-28 

· When the Lord executes His judgment, who will be able to save from His awesome power? No one—He Himself must intervene to save even His elect.
· Jesus has described here a sign of the end: vultures gather at a corpse. Are there vultures circling over the corpse today? If so, what might they be? Yes, a corpse has its own stench that attracts the eaters of carrion; anything that preys upon the death and distress of another, seeking to gorge itself on the suffering and hurt of others, could be identified as a vulture. Another way of seeing this is that the signs are vultures, and when you see these kinds of signs (mentioned in the text), you know that the corpse, the death of the world, is not far away.

